It may be advantageous for researchers to collaborate with commercial companies, for example pharmaceutical or technology companies, to develop products that benefit patients. However, this may result in undue influence on the primary interests of the research.[@B1] Conflict of interest can be defined as, \"a set of conditions in which professional judgment concerning a primary interest (such as patients\' welfare or the validity of research) is unduly influenced by a secondary interest (such as financial gain).\"[@B2] Such conflicts of interest threaten the integrity of scientific investigation, the objectivity of medical education, the quality of patient care, and the public\'s trust in medicine.

Conflict of interest occurs when an author, reviewer, or editor has relationships that inappropriately influence his or her actions. They may be personal, commercial, political, academic, or financial. Financial interests may include employment, research funding, stock or share ownership, payment for lectures or travel, consultancies, or company support for staff.[@B3],[@B4] Many studies have shown a correlation between authors\' support of certain drugs and whether or not they have a financial relationship with the manufacturers of the drugs.[@B5]

Most journals have a policy that conflict of interest should be declared. For example, in Lancet, \"All authors are required to provide a signed statement of their conflicts of interest as part of the author statement form.\" In the information for authors of the Korean Journal of Family Medicine, it is stated, \"All authors must reveal all interests that related to research, such as consultation fees,\" but there are no clear guideline regarding scope, time limit, or threshold of conflicts of interest. The Korean Academy of Family Medicine must create a policy addressing conflicts of interest, including a standardized disclosure content and format, and strengthened disclosure policies.

Conflict of interest is a condition, not a behavior. Conflict of interest is common among authors, but many do not declare conflicts of interest.[@B5] Because conflict of interest has an important impact on the information reaching health professionals, the public, and patient care, clear policies must be established for the management of conflict of interest.
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